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(57) Abstract: An apparatus for the storage of a protein (20) compris- 
ing a first compartment (30) for storing the protein (20) and a second 
compartment (40) for storing an alkaline buffer (50), the second com- 
partment (40) being in fluid communication with the first compartment 
(30) is described. In one preferential embodiment of the invention, the 
alkaline buffer comprises calcium ions which encourage the gelling of 
the protein (20). A method for the storage of a protein (20) is also de- 
scribed. The method comprises: a first step of placing the protein in a 
first storage compartment (30); a second step of exposing the protein 
(20) to an alkaline buffer (50); and a third step of maintaining the pro- 
tein (20) in the alkaline atmosphere in the first storage compartment 
(30). 
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